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Mr. JUSTICE ASHHURST's CHARGE 
TO THE GRAND JURY FOR THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 


HE following CHARGE delivered by Judge ASHHURST to the GRAND JURY for the County of MIDDLESEX 
aflembled in the Court of KING's BENCH, on MONDAY the 19th of NOVEMBER 1792, breathes ſo much the 
SPIRIT of the ENGLISH LAW, and is fo well ſuited to CURB the LICEN TIOUS SPIRIT of the TIMES, that it 

muſt be read with Heart-felt Satisfaction by every true ENGLISHMAN—to whoſe Peruſal it is ſtrongly recommended. 


% Gentlemen of the Grand fury, 
1 HAVE the honour to meet you upon the ſtared return of 
this ſolemnity for putting in execution the Criminal Law, 
and bringing ſuch offenders to juſtice, as by their crimes bave 
ſubjected themſelves to the puniſhment which the Law ordains, 
Gentlemen, There is no Nation in the world that can boaſt of a 
more perfect Svitem of Government than that under which we 
have the happineſs to live, where no man is ſo high as to be above 
the reach of the Law, and no man ſo low as not to be within its 
protection ; where the Power of the Crown (on the one hand) and 
the Liberty of the Subject (on the other) are both effectually 
ſecured, and at the ſame time kept within their proper limits. 

„ The Law of this Country only lays ſuch reſtraints on the 
actions of individuals as are neceſſary for the ſafety and good order 
of the Community at Large; and ſuch reſtraints are ſo far trom 
being infringements on Civil Liberty, that Civil Liberty could 
not ſubſiſt without them: for if every man was left to the free and 
uncontrouled exercile of his own will (as in a ſtate of Nature), 
no man could be ſecute in his perion or property, and the weak 
would be a prey to the flronger hand; but in a ſtate of Civil 
Government, cach individual grows ſtrong in the ſtrength of 
the Community. 

Gentlemen, It is Civil Liberty that is the parent of Induſtry, 
and conſequently of wealth; for in a ſtate of Nature, as there was 
no ſecurity to property, no man thought of appropriation, fur- 
ther than for the momentary ſupply of his immediate neceſſities : 
but when men have formed themſelves into a ſtate of Civil So- 
cicty, the conſciouſneſs which every man feels that his property 
is ſecure, induces the habits of induſtry ; he does not bound his 
purſuits to the mere ſupply of his preſent wants, but looks for- 
ward to future ages; mutual wants put men upon finding out 
the means of mutual ſupply; this gives riſe to trade and com- 
merce, and extends men's connections beyond the narrow circles 
of their own immediate families and friends; and thus from 
mutual wants ſpring mutual happineſs. 

« Bur, Gentlemen, as a preliminary ſtep to procuring theſe en- 
joyments, it was neceſſary that mankind (on entering into Society) 
ſhould give up into the hands of the governing power of the 
State, that ſpecies of Liberty which reſulted from a perfect 
equality in all men, and where no man had a right to impoſe 
upon another a rule of conduct, but each man (as far as his 
ſtrength would carry him through) followed the dictates of his 
own will. A ſtate of ſociety cannot ſubſiſt without ſubordina- 
tion, There muſt be general rules la'd down by the governing 
power of the State (wherever it reſides) as the ſtandard by which 
men's actions are to be meaſured and regulated, fo as to prevent 
them from being injurious to the rights and happineſs of their 
fellow-citizens: And there muſt be a coercive power (reſiding 
in ſuch hands as the Conſtitution has thought fit to place it) to 
enforce ſuch laws and rules of 2&ion as the wiſdom of the State 
has thought fit to preſcribe. Happily for us, we are not bound 
by any laws but tuch as are ofdaincd by the virtual conſent of 
the whole kingdom, and which every man has the means of 
knowing : If men judged rightly, they would be perſuaded that 
their happineſs, as well as their ſecurity, depends upon a due ob- 
ſervance and ſupport of the laws. There will however (even in 
the beſt formed ſyſtems of Government) always be found men of 
ſelfiſh and corrupt principles, who forſake the paths of honeſt 
induſtry, and preter the ſhorter road of ſupplying their wants and 
extravagancies by rapine and ſpoil; when that is the caſe, it be- 
comes neceſſary for the coercive power of the State to lend its 
reſtraining band, and to puniſh the offender : and if the offence 
is of fo flagrant a nature, that there is no hope ot the reformation 
of the offender, there it is neceffary that the corrupted member 
ſhould be cut off, to prevent others from being contaminated 
by his example. 

„But (though crimes muſt nor go unpuniſhed) we may ven- 
ture to boaſt, that (in the adminiſtration of the Criminal Law) 
no Nation has ever been to careful of the Lives and Liberty of 
the Subject, or has made ſuch humane proviſions to inſure the 
moſt careful inveſtigation of the imputed crime, as that in which 
we live. The ordaining a preliminary Inqueſt of Inquiry (by 
means of a Grand Jury, compoled of men of the firſt rank and 
figure in the country), is a guard and caution unknown in any 
other country. And when they have fo far given their ſanction 
to the proceeding, as to pronvunce it a matter fit for further in- 
- quiry, the privilege which the party acculed enjoys, of having 
the matter tried before a Jury of his equals, with liberty to 
except to any of them that he may think likely to be prejudiced 
againſt him, is the moſt valuable birth-right of an Engliſhman. 
The Law is no leſs careful in protecting men's civil rights and 
properties; and, I hope I may add, that there is no Nation 
where the Law is more uprightly and impartially adminiflered, 


| 
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than in ours. For theſe bleſſings we are indebted to the wile and 
prudent form of our Conſtitution : and that lecurity (which 
naturally refults from well regulated laws) has been a ſ>ur to 
induſtry, and has occaſioned our commerce to be extended be- 
yond the example of former ages. And whoever will take the 
trouble of making the enquiry, will find, that in every manu- 
facturing county in the Kingdom, the demand for their manu. 
factures is greater than they are able to lupply. Such 1s the 
flouriſhing ſtate of the Kingdom, and ſuch the happy fruits of 
Liberty and Peace. i 55 

„ One ſhould ſuppoſe there was not a man in the 
who did not feel this, and who did not feel it with 
heart. And ver there are men ot dark and gloomy hearrs (men 
who have themſclves neither fortune nor character to loſe), who 
would wiſh ro overturn the vencrable fabric of our Conſtitution 
which has been the work and pride of Ages, which has been 
revered at hon e, and been the envy of turronnding Nations) and 
to give in return a ſtate of univerſal Anarchy 2nd Confufign. 

+ There have been publications in which the Author dif. 
claims all ideas of Subordination, as contrary to the natural 
rights and equality of mankind, and recommends the exam bs 
ot a neighbouring Nation as a model tor our imitation. 

Alas] Humanity is called upon to pity the deplorable ſitua- 
tion of that country ; but it is a very ili choſen example to hold 
forth to a Nation in the molt flourithing flare of happinets ; and 
it is a pretty extraordinary requeſt, that we would (with Gur 
eyes open) plunge ourtelves into the fame abyfs of miſery. 

One might naturally have expected, that docttines ſo mon- 
ſtrous and nonſenſical, would have been treated with the con- 
tempt they delerved, and would have ſunk into oblivion. 

But when one finds that tenets ſo wild and extravagant are 
taken up by formed Societies of men, who mcet for the exprels 
purpoſe of diſſeminating ſuch doctrines, that they ſhould hold 
regular corretponcence with other ſimilar Societies at home (as 
well as in aneighbouring Nation), it is time for every fober-minded 
man, and every well-wiſher to the ſafety and proſperity of the 
Country (as much as in him lies), to endeavour to Cruſh luch 
unconſtitutional and pernicious doctrines, 

Gentlemen, His Majeſty (who is always anxious for and 
watchtul over the ſafety and proſperity of bis country, did ſor:c 
time ago iſſue his Royal Proclamation, which well deſerves the 
attention of every good Subject; and | fear the circumſtances 
which gaveriſeto that Proclamation are not yet fo totally at an end 
as to make it unſeaſonable for me to recal it to your recolleckt on. 
Gentlemen, His Majeſty in that Proclamation ſtates, That, Se. 
(Here the Judge recited the principal Heads of the Proclamation). 

Gentlemen, I cannot help expreſſing the happineſs I fee] 
that his Majeſty's Proclamation has been received by his Sub- 
jects with all due marks of reſpect and attention; and there are 
ſcarce any parts of the Kingdom that have not (in their Addteſſes 
to his Majeſty) expreſſed their hatred and abborrence of ſuch 
pernicious doctrines, and thewn that they are not ro be duped 
out of their happineis by the ſhallow artifices of fuch men, who 
(having nothing to loſe) would wiſh ro enrich themſelves by the 
deſtruction of all Government, and the ſubſtituting anarchy and 
contufion in the place of it. : 

Gentlemen, The officers of the Crown have taken all due 
pains to bring ſuch offenders to Juſtſcc as have come to their 
knowledge, and I have no doubt but ſuch offenders will meet 
with due puniſhment for their crimes. But as the evil has not 
yet ceaſed, and theſe ſowers of ſedition are ſtill abrow, we t 
not to content ourſelves with merely wiſhing well to the plol- 
perity of the Kingdom, but every honeſt man and well-wiftor to 
his country ought to ſtand forth, and ſhew as much zcal and ac- 
tivity in ſupporting the cauſe of Order and good Gor ernment, 25 
theſe wicked Emuitiaries do in endeavouring to {ubvert it, 

“Gentlemen, I cruſt I am addreſũng niyſeit to a Grand Tory 
compoſed of men, who have jenſe and underſtanding enousl 0 


Kingdom 
a grateful 


know how to ſet a due value on the bleflings they enjov. An 


therefore I earneſtly recommend ir to ſuch of you as arc in © pri— 
vate ſtation, to endeavour by your example to diſcountenance «ll 
ſuch unconſtitutional tenets ; and to ſuch of you as are inveſted 
with the office of Magiſtracy, that you would endeavour to bring 
all ſuch ofienders to juſtice, who openly avow, and by printed 
publications endeavour to jultity, ſuch ſeditious and unconſtitu- 
tional doctrines as I have above alluded to, and are noticed in 
his Majeity's Proclamation. | 

d Gentlemen, I ſhall not take up any more of your time, 
out recommend it to you with all diſpatch to procced oa the 
public ſervice you are engaged in; and I doubt not but that you 
will diſcharge your duty in a manner honourable to yourſclves 
and ſuch as will merit the thanks of your country,” x 


On the laſt day of Term (Michaelmas 1792) the Grand Jury of the County of Middleſex appeared in the Court of King's Bench, at 
Weſtminſter-Hall, for the purpoſe of returning Mr. JusTics ASH#ursT their unanimous thanks for the above excellent 
Charge ; but his Lordſhip being abſent, they were received by Mr. Juſtice Groſe, the only Judge then preſent, who politely 


promiſed to convey them to his Lordſhip, 


[Price One Penny, 


